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     Rich Del Grosso has been a major player on the blues scene for years now, spreading the gospel of blues mandolin in the grand tradition of Johnny Young and Yank Rachell.  We first saw Jonn Del Toro Richardson tearing up the fretboard alongside Diunna Greenleaf in the IBC's a few years back.  These two have combined their considerable talents on "Time Slips On By," fourteen original cuts that meld rockin' mandolin with the fiery blasts and fat tone of Jonn's guitar, making this one a sweet slice of southeast Texas roots music mixed with some hot Chicago-styled blues.

     Joining Rich and Jonn are Ed Starkey on bass and Carl Owens on drums, along with some special guests sprinkled throughout.  They get things swingin' with the driving boogie beat of "Baby Do Wrong,' on which Rich uses a vintage mandola to obtain a tone that meshes closely with Jonn's guitar.  This instrument surfaces later in the set on the Chicago-styled "She's Sweet," punctuated by Sonny Boy Terry's harp and Jonn's rockin' solo at the bridge.  

     Jonn and Rich trade some jazzy licks over a sweet horn arrangement in "Where's Laura," and their instruments blend perfectly in the delta-flavored set-closer, "Baby Please," featuring a great vocal from Jonn.  And, Rich pays tribute to one of his mentors, Johnny Young, in the instrumental "Good Rockin' Johnny."  

     We had two favorites, too.  Jonn breaks off some fine runs and a red-hot solo on the slow-blueser "Hard To Live With."  And, Rich name-checks all his heroes of blues mandolin in the rockin', autobiographical, "Mandolin Man."

     Rich Del Grosso and Jonn Richardson use their expertise on their respective instruments to create quite a unique blues album with the all-original material of "Time Slips On By."  This one was a real treat to listen to, and is a guaranteed hit with all blues fans!  Until next time....Sheryl and Don Crow.

